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MAYORAL CANDIDATE CITY 

COUNCIL CHAIRMAN VINCENT 
GRAY IS KCA GUEST SPEAKER 

THURSDAY, APRIL 15 
 

 Please reserve a spot on your calendars for our April 
15th meeting featuring the latest entrant into the race for 
DC Mayor, Democrat Vincent C. Gray. Vince is 
completing his first term as Chairman of the DC City 
Council.  

 
  
 Prior to his 2006 election to that post, he had been 
elected to the Ward Seven Council seat in 2004. 
Before seeking elected public office, he served as Director 
of the DC Department of Human Services from 1991-
1994. He was then selected as the first Executive Director 
of Covenant House Washington, serving homeless and at-
risk youth, and remaining in that position until his first 
Council run. 
 Vince graduated from DC Public Schools and earned a 
BS in Pyschology and a Masters Degree from George 
Washington University. 
 I hope you’ll take advantage of this great opportunity 
to learn more about the candidate. Get your taxes done 
early and bring your questions for Chairman Gray. 
 We’ll be meeting in the main sanctuary this month. 
 See you there. 
-Denis James 

 
HISTORY OF KALORAMA  

PARK CREATION REVEALED  
THROUGH VINTAGE  

NEWS ARTICLES, PART II 
 

 Continuing last month’s article featuring a compilation 
of excerpts from the Washington Post archives on the 
formation of Kalorama Park. All quotations are courtesy of 
Proquest Historical Newspapers, The Washington Post. 
 We left off in December 1938 with a $300,000 request 
for funds to purchase the partly wooded tract at Columbia 
and Belmont. 
 
“Recreation Center, Park and Branch Library Are 
Objectives of Kalorama Citizens’ Group, October 28, 
1940 
Association Also Urges More Police, Junior High School 
 
 Construction of a community recreation center, public 
park and branch library on the high triangular site between 
Columbia Road, Kalorama Road and Nineteenth Street 
Northwest is the number one objective this year of the 20-
year-old Kalorama Citizens Association.  
 Members would also like to have a junior high school 
in the Kalorama area, but cannot locate a land site in the 
sector large enough for such a building. Third major aim 
of the association this fall is to obtain more police for 
Washington and particularly for its area.” 
 

 



“Park Board Asks Funds To Buy Land, October 10, 
1941  
 A budget request of $1,600,000 was presented to the 
Commissioners yesterday by the National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission for land acquisition under the 
Capper-Cramton Act providing funds for recreational 
areas.” 
 “Among the new projects suggested in the Planning 
Commission’s estimates are: Foundry Branch Park north 
of Massachusetts Avenue; extension of Fort Drive from 
Kenilworth Avenue to Fort Mahan; a recreation center in 
central Georgetown; a Columbia Road playground…..” 
 
“Park Planners Pleased With ADA Projects, August 
14, 1942 
 
 The National Capital Parks and Planning Commission 
yesterday made an extensive tour of housing projects 
under Alley Dwelling Authority supervision…. “ 
“Name Changed 
  The commission earlier changed the name of the 
Columbia Road Recreation Area to that of Kalorama Park. 
Newly acquired, the site is in a crowded area at Columbia 
Road and Nineteenth Street Northwest and consists of two 
and a half acres. The change, it was said, was in 
recognition of the Kalorama Heights Citizens Association 
which was instrumental in procuring the park for the area.” 
 
“Park Board Adds 2 Unit Playgrounds” June 19, 1943 
District Master Plan Now Includes 26 Major Sites and 133 
Smaller Ones 
 
 Two new projects were added to the Recreation 
Board’s master playground plan yesterday by the National 
Capital Parks and Planning Commission. These 
playgrounds, which will be for small children, will be 
located off Nineteenth Street, and on Courtland and 
Devonshire Places west of Connecticut Avenue. 
             Money for these developments will be available at 
the beginning of the new fiscal year, July1.” 
 
Final installment next month. 
-Denis James 

 
PLEASE HELP SUPPORT 

BILTMORE TRIANGLE GARDEN 
 

 It’s that time of year again. KCA members and many 
other residents of the neighborhood have been extremely 
generous over the years in support of the beautiful little 
triangle at the conjunction of Biltmore and 20th Streets.  
Supplies such as plant, bulbs soil, fertilizer, stakes and all 
other assorted gardening items will be needed by the all-
volunteer gardening group. 

 

   
 
 After the tough winter we had, it’ll be great to see the 
beauty that garden coordinator Marianne Josem and her 
colleagues provide throughout the spring, summer and into 
the fall.  
 

 
 
 Please see the “Contributions” section at the back of 
this newsletter for a handy tear-off contribution menu, and 
thanks in advance for your continued generosity. 
 

 
 

MINUTES OF MARCH 25, 2010  
KCA MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

 
 Denis James, President, called the meeting to 
order at 7:15 p.m. The minutes of the February 25th 
meeting were approved. 
Community Announcements
 Denis announced that KCA would have its 
traditional summer party at Perrys again this year as its 
June meeting. 



 Wilson Reynolds, chair of ANC-1C, reported that 
the Adams Morgan and Mt. Pleasant ANCs were 
collaborating on addressing concerns over the DC Public 
Library’s plans for the Mt. Pleasant Library with 
independent architectural review of the fire safety and 
accessibility ramp issues. ANC-1C will have a 
presentation by the architect reviewing the accessibility 
issues and vote whether to adopt it at their meeting 
Wednesday, April 7. Gabe Klein, Director of the DC 
Department of Transportation is also on the agenda to 
discuss numerous issues affecting Adams Morgan. Wilson 
also announced that the ANC is sponsoring a recycling day 
in conjunction with the 40th anniversary of Earth Day, 
Saturday, April 24 from11 am to 2 pm. Residents can 
bring recyclables and paper items for shredding to the H. 
D. Cooke Elementary School parking lot, Mozart Street 
side. Wilson also announced that there will be a meeting 
about the problems with the Kalorama Park erosion control 
project at the recreation center building in the park 
Monday, April 12 at 7:00 pm with DC Department of 
Recreation Director Jesus Aguirre and Ward One 
Councilmember Jim Graham. 
 Mary Belcher reported that she recently gave a 
tour of the cemeteries in Walter Pierce Park, one of which 
is Quaker, for a group of DC area Quakers. Howard 
University Professor Mark Mack continues to do analysis 
of the results of the ground penetrating radar studies. Mary 
displayed the printout of the database she has created from 
research on the 75,000 death certificates from the years 
1870-90, which will be a major source of information 
about the African Americans buried in the cemetery.  
Presentation by Leo Alexander, Democratic Candidate 
for Mayor 
 Mr. Alexander was born in Brooklyn and came to 
DC in 1978. He attended the University of South Alabama, 
but dropped out after a year to work in the Mobile, AL, 
police department, and then worked for the Alabama State 
Police. After that he went back to school to get a political 
science/sociology degree. He has worked as a newscaster 
for the CBS affiliates in Mobile and New Orleans, and at 
WRC-TV here in DC. He then worked in public relations 
at DC General Hospital and at the DC Housing Authority. 
 Because he was born poor and has seen 
intergenerational poverty, he wants to attack the root 
causes of poverty. He said there is much waste in DC 
government, which is largely influenced by developers. He 
will not take developer money.  
 He suggested building a multi-agency DC 
government compound at the now-unused MacMillan 
Reservoir Sand Filtration site. It could include a mix of 
government, commercial, and senior housing structures. 
 Police, human services, and education are the 
highest DC expenditures. He suggested that DC should 
reduce human services expenditures by 10% every year for 
several years. 
 We now have a cheap workforce which is 
replacing native Washingtonians. We must get DC 
residents back in the work force but many of them are 
illiterate and need training. With regard to education, 

parents must be involved. He believes that Schools 
Chancellor Michelle Rhee has lost the parents. DC must 
have a parental needs assessment; is there unemployment, 
drug use, or illiteracy in the household? These problems 
could then be attacked in a holistic manner. DC spends 
vast sums on education but gets low results, with the home 
environment playing a major role. 
 Mr. Alexander opposes the war on drugs and 
would treat the drug problem as a medical issue, in the 
European model.    
 He will bring more accountability to government 
and will have an open office every first Saturday of the 
month. In addition, there will be a community event every 
Saturday. 
 In response to a question about competing with 
Mayor Fenty’s money, Mr. Alexander said he has 
researched where Fenty gets his campaign funding and 
much of it is from out of town, from developers, hotel 
magnates, and others who profit from his administration. 
He criticized Fenty for his handling of the snow 
emergencies and for giving contracts to his friends. 
 He agreed with an audience member who 
suggested that the issue in DC is more class than race; it is 
a case of haves vs. have-nots. 
 He said that DC needs job training centers 
everywhere and a hospital prepared for bio-terrorism. 
 He supports developing the Anacostia River area 
and community gardens. 
 With regard to the high cost of parking in DC, Mr. 
Alexander noted that DC makes more from parking than 
New York City and Los Angeles combined. He suggested 
that the parking problems, increasing numbers of 
downscale eateries and nightclubs, noise, and business vs. 
resident issues in Adams Morgan are the result of lack of 
planning. 
 In response to a question on electability, he 
responded that he is trying to build his movement. He has 
been on Kojo Nnambdi’s show on 88.5 FM, but said he 
was frustrated with the host’s insistence on spending most 
of his time on an immigration verification issue. Also, it is 
a given that the Post will support Fenty.    
 With regard to health care in DC, the new health 
legislation will cover the uninsured. Public hospitals are 
not supposed to make profits. He believes health care must 
be accomplished in a different way. So much was spent on 
baseball and the convention center; surely there can be an 
initiative on public health. 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
-Linda Ingram, Secretary 
 

 
 

The KCA newsletter is published in print and 
electronically 10 times a year. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS AND DUES  
Annual dues are now due. Contributions can be made by credit card or PayPal at: http://www.kaloramacitizens.org/join  
Or use this convenient form and send your check to KCA, PO Box 21311, Washington, DC  20009. KCA is a 501(c)(3) 
organization and all dues and contributions are fully tax deductible to the extent provided by law. 

 I wish to support the Walter Pierce Park Archeology Project with a contribution of  $ _____________  
 For a minimum $25.00 contribution to the Walter Pierce Park Archeology Project, get an Adams Morgan T-shirt. 
 Here’s my $_______contribution for plants and supplies for the Biltmore Triangle Garden.  
 Here’s my $25 dues for 2010.  
 I’ve corrected the mailing label below. Here’s my e-mail address for news updates:________________________ 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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THE NEXT KCA MEETING 
RSDAY APRIL 15, 7:00 PM 

 
AYORAL CANDIDATE  
 COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 

NCENT  GRAY 

OD WILL BAPTIST CHURCH 
62 KALORAMA ROAD  NW 
Kalorama Station 
PO Box 21311 

ashington DC 20009 
turn Service Requested 

http://www.kaloramacitizens.org/join

